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Starting March 28 we are pleased to announce that  the 
Reverend Richard Tardiff has accepted the position as 
the new rector here. Reverend Tardiff comes to Kona 
from Maine, where he  has been rector for the past 3 
years. The ministry is a second career for Fr. Tardiff, 
having retired in 1998 from a long career in the field of  
education where he worked in many capacities, from 
drama teacher to  principal, mostly in the state of 
Alaska.  Fr. Tardiff, who has a  doctorate in Educational Administration 
and well as his Masters of  Divinity degree from the Divinity School of the 
Pacific, and his  wife Pamela, herself a retired educator, had spent time in 
Hawaii  going to graduate school at the University of Hawaii at Manoa, so 
they are very  familiar with all that Hawaii has to offer.  
 

I write this in the midst of another Lenten Season, a time of 

preparation.  Typically, we prepare for Easter by observing a 

period of fasting, repentance, 

moderation and spiritual discipline; 

the purpose of which is to set aside 

time to reflect on Jesusô suffering and 

sacrifice, his life, death, burial and 

resurrection. 

 

As I first started to compose this column, I thought 

what a great metaphor it was that we were in a time of 

preparation for the arrival of our new rector.  As I 
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Mardi Gras 
This yearôs Mardi Gras was a great 

success featuring a festive atmosphere.  

It was also Father Jimôs going away 

party.  A great time was had by all who 

attended.  If you did not attend this 

year make sure you make plans to 

attend next year.  It is always held the 

evening of Shrove Tuesday - the day 

before Ash Wednesday.   

 For a change we did line dancing 

first so people would not have to dance 

on a full stomach.  Dana did a great job 

of teaching and leading the crowd ï 

which was bigger this year than last 

year.  

 Line dancing was followed by a 

delicious meal prepared and served 

buffet style by Chef Dale and his 

happy band of helpers.  Father Jim led 

us in a blessing of the food and people 

in attendance.  He was presented with 

leis and all wished him God-Speed.   

 The costume parade was judged 

by Father Jim and Scott Boyle.  

 Gary and MaryLee Mayfield 

won best couple, Lawton Allenby won 

best male and Dana DiNuzio won best 

female costume. The winners received 

gift certificates to Senior Billyôs 

Restaurant. 
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Lenten Study Program --- Each 

Sunday in Lent, except the 1st 
Sunday of the month, there will be 
a very stimulating program 
suggested by Fr. Jim on 
Forgiveness.  The first session was 
a lecture by Kathleen Nissila , 
which was very thought 
provoking.   It will be followed by 4 
session which will use a 20 minute 
segment of a documentary  called 
"The Power of Forgiveness", and 
questions for discussion.  There is 
no more timely topic, and 
participation in the discussion has 
been lively and challenging.   Do 
plan to get to church by 9 and join 
us in this study program   
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sought to develop that thought, I realized that it wasnôt a metaphor; itôs a part of 

what we actually do.  Christian spirituality has a duality to it as we seek a personal 

understanding of Godôs love and our response to that love.  We love God back and 

we love each other.  It is the ñlove each otherò part that takes us from personal to 

community.  In our case, itôs a community called Christ Church. 

 

Our preparation will be individual preparation, examining our journey and 

considering what is working and what isnôt, moving from places of spiritual 

deadness to spiritual life, but we also need to join the community in preparation.  

Some of that will be the most literal preparation, throwing out old things, cleaning 

and making ready the church buildings, offices and grounds.  Other community 

preparation will be visioning what the new ministry we will be embarking on.  

How can we support Fr. Tardiff in his ministry?  How can he support us in our 

ministry?  How am I bringing about Godôs Kingdom in my heart?  How am I 

bringing about Godôs Kingdom in the World? 

 

A word I frequently use when writing about spiritual practice is intentionality.  It is 

how we move to from the shore to the deeper waters of faith.  Whatever your 

current spiritual practice, the challenge is to always go deeper, whether it is to 

attend worship more regularly, to work towards a tithe, to build up a prayer life, to 

regularly read scripture, to embark on a program of study, whether EFM of other 

study practice or to offer up your time and talent to our faith community. 

 

We deepen our faith by strengthening our spiritual practice and the key to 

becoming a vibrant community of faith is to take our individual growth seriously 

and to support each other in their journey.  As we grow in depth I think we will 

find that we grow in numbers of pilgrims willing to join us at Christ Church.  If we 

support Fr. Tardiff and make sure we offer spiritually nutritious worship, we might 

be looking at a whole new set of problems like how do we accommodate growth in 

a growing church.  Those would be happy problems. 

(Continued from page 1) Senior Warden Column 
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ECW News January  
 The meeting was opened with a prayer. Susan Lee provided delicious 

refreshments. 

 

 We went over the plans for the Game day to be held on 

 March 13th, this is a fun event with many different games to play followed by 

the Famous Chicken Salad Luncheon. The cost of the lunch is $20. 

 

 10 new Prayer books were blessed at the annual meeting and are now in use in the 

Historic Church. The books are a gift from the ECW and Susan Lee in memory of Gene 

Fehlberg. 

 A Thank you letter was received from The Painted Church for the contributions made to 

their food pantry by the ECW and members of the congregation. 

 The library cart is still in transit.  

 We discussed whether to have one or two rummage sales this year, no decision was 

made. 

 The meeting was closed with a bible reading and short discussion. 

 The next meeting will be March 9th in the Community Center. 
 

Respectfully 

Beryl Spalding 

President, ECW. 

  

  

  

  

  

  


